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Executive Summary 
Cruelty toward animals is a serious problem that is moving to the forefront of our 
society’s consciousness.  The most tangible manifestation of this change in Canadians’ 
attitudes is the federal government’s introduction of Bill C-10 (formerly Bill C-15 and C-
15B): An Act to amend the Criminal Code (cruelty to animals and firearms) and the 
Firearms Act.  The adoption of this Bill by Parliament would mark the first significant 
amendments to the animal cruelty provisions of the Criminal Code since 1892.  

It is difficult to get a national picture of animal cruelty in Canada, given that each 
province and territory keeps its own statistics, and these statistics are of varying quality.  
Important for the purposes of this study, however, is that the increasing concern of 
Canadians with problems of animal cruelty has been reflected in increasing media 
coverage of this issue.      

In the first national survey of its kind, the International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) 
reviewed the coverage of animal abuse in the Canadian print media since the introduction 
of Bill C-15 in March 2001. The first version of this analysis tracked print media reports 
until October 5, 2001, and was presented to the House of Commons Standing Committee 
on Justice and Human Rights.  The second edition of this report compiled print media 
reports of animal cruelty until March 14, 2002:  the first anniversary of First Reading of 
Bill C-15 in the House of Commons.  This third edition and updated analysis tracks print 
media reports to September 30, 2002. 

What emerge from this analysis are some clear, and extremely disturbing, trends.    

In all, 221 cases of animal abuse were reported by Canadian newspapers between March 
1, 2001 and September 30, 2002.  

• Of the 221 separate cases of animal abuse found, 53% involved physical cruelty, 
33% involved severe neglect, 4% involved people “hoarding” or “collecting” 
animals, and 10% involved puppy mills. 

• Nearly 80% of the cases involved abuse of dogs and/or cats. 

• Although there were 221 cases reported on, the actual number of animals involved 
was more than 3,200 and the actual number of perpetrators was approximately 
237. 

• In at least 33% of the 221 cases found, no charges were laid against the 
perpetrators of the abuse. Furthermore, it was found that law enforcement officers 
often charge perpetrators of animal abuse with other offences because they are 
either more likely to get a conviction or because the other offence offers stiffer 
penalties. For example, in the recent case involving two men accused of torturing 
and killing a cat on videotape, Toronto Police decided to charge them with 
mischief because it carries stiffer penalties than charges of animal cruelty. 

• Of the 118 cases that involved direct physical cruelty, 36% of the perpetrators 
were the owners of the animals.  
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• Some sources suggest that only about 5% of all animal abuse is actually reported 
in the press. This means that the actual number of animal abuse cases that 
occurred over the past year and a half could be on the order of 4,400. 

• Based on this 5% rule, there may have been almost 64,000 individual animals in 
Canada who were abused in the past year and a half. This is equal to 110 animals 
every day. 

• In the United States recently, a man was convicted of animal cruelty for throwing 
a dog into oncoming traffic, causing the dog’s death. This man received a 3-year 
prison sentence. In contrast, in Ontario, one of the longest prison sentences that 
the Ontario SPCA has secured is 5 months, which was imposed on a couple for 
running a German Shepherd puppy mill. 

• The case of Ralph and Rose Misener of Vaughan, Ontario illustrates the 
inadequacy of current Canadian law.  They have been the subjects of 10 raids by 
police and SPCA officers over the past 37 years. They have only received 2 
convictions resulting in one 3-month prison term and one $500 fine. Small fines 
and little or no jail terms for puppy mill operators make it easy for them to resume 
operations after conviction. 

••••    Mounting evidence, from multiple jurisdictions, indicates a direct link between 
violence toward animals and violence toward humans. 

Crimes against animals are a serious problem in every jurisdiction across the country.  All 
evidence points to the urgent need to update Canada’s animal cruelty laws, and give law 
enforcement officials the tools they need to successfully prosecute animal cruelty 
offences. 
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Introduction 
Cruelty toward animals is a national issue that is increasingly being treated with the 
seriousness it deserves by the Canadian public, elected officials, and law enforcement 
agencies.  Incredibly, however, because provincial and territorial jurisdictions keep their 
own records on animal cruelty cases, and the completeness of these statistics varies 
widely, there are no available national statistics on the scale of animal cruelty in Canada.  
It was the lack of these important statistics that prompted the International Fund for 
Animal Welfare (IFAW) to survey newspaper reports of animal cruelty cases in an 
attempt to start piecing together the national dimension of this issue.   

In the first study of its kind, every reported case of animal cruelty that has appeared in 
Canadian newspapers since March 2001 – the month in which former federal Justice 
Minister Anne McLellan tabled Bill C-15, an omnibus bill that included amendments to 
the animal provisions of the Criminal Code – was surveyed.  The first version of this 
report tracked abuse cases to October 5, 2001 and was presented to the House of 
Commons Standing Committee on Justice and Human Rights. The second edition 
included all media reports of animal cruelty up to March 14, 2002, the first anniversary of 
First Reading of Bill C-15 in the House of Commons.  Finally, this third edition tracks 
cruelty reports to September 30, 2002. 

What emerges from this analysis is a clear picture of a serious national problem.  

Whether through direct physical cruelty or neglect, animals throughout Canada 
experience abuse on a regular basis and need increased protection.  The last significant 
changes to the Criminal Code's animal cruelty provisions were made in 1892.  It is long 
past time to bring this country’s legislation into alignment with what Canadians 
expect and their animals deserve. 

Bill C-10 (formerly Bill C-15 and Bill C-15B) proposes to modernize the Criminal 
Code's approach to animal cruelty offences by: 

• Moving animals out of the property section of the Code and into a new section 
created specifically for animal cruelty offences; 

• Allowing crimes of killing, harming or neglecting any species of animal to be 
treated as an indictable offence; 

• Providing for longer prison terms upon conviction; 
• Providing judges with a sentencing option of a lifetime prohibition on future 

animal ownership, and a minimum five year prohibition for second or subsequent 
offences; 

• Allowing judges to order anyone convicted of cruelty to animals to pay restitution 
to the animal welfare organization that cared for the animal(s); 

• Making it an offence to brutally or viciously kill an animal. 
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Results 
DATA FROM PRESS CLIPPINGS 
IFAW monitored the print media from March 1, 2001 to September 30, 2002 and found 
221 separate cases of animal cruelty reported across Canada. Table 1 outlines the results 
of this survey. The animals involved were separated into 6 categories: dogs, cats, other 
pets (e.g. pet rabbits, birds, reptiles, etc.), livestock, wildlife, and zoo animals.  There is 
also a category for “multiple types”, which encompasses cases where more than one type 
of animal was involved. An example of this is a puppy mill that had both dogs and cats. 
The cases were categorized according to the kinds of abuse inflicted:  physical cruelty, 
neglect, hoarders/collectors, and puppy mills. 

 

Table 1: Summary of the 221 cases of animal abuse covered by Canadian 
media between March 1, 2001 and September 30, 2002. 

 Physical 
Cruelty 

Neglect Hoarder/Collector Puppy 
Mill 

Dogs 57 42 1 16 

Cats 32 5 6 0 

Other pets 4 4 1 0 

Livestock (including 
horses) 

12 17 0 0 

Wildlife 10 0 0 0 

Zoo animals 1 0 0 0 

Multiple types 2 4 1 6 

Total 118 72 9 22 

 

CATEGORIES OF ABUSE 

1) Physical cruelty 
For the purposes of this report, physical cruelty is defined as the intentional injuring of 
animal(s) by actions such as beating, dropping, kicking, stabbing, dragging, etc. Of the 
221 cases collected for this report, 118 (53%) of them involved physical cruelty.  Some 
examples included: 

• A woman in Brockville, Ontario, adopted a German Shepherd dog from a family 
that could no longer keep her. The woman became infuriated when the partially 
blind dog defecated on the floor of her apartment so she told her friend to get rid 
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of the dog. Two men were eventually convicted for beating the dog, tying a 
concrete block to her neck and dumping her in a river to drown. 1 

• In Edmonton, Alberta, a woman was charged with cruelty to animals after she cut 
open her male cat, while he was still conscious and without anesthetic, and 
removed his testicles.  She was fined a mere $100 for causing distress to an 
animal. 2 

• In London, Ontario last June, a roofer used a hammer to kill a raccoon that was 
trapped on the ledge of a townhouse. Four kits were left orphaned. 3 

• In Saint John, New Brunswick in September, a cat was found abandoned in a box 
in a city ditch. The cat was emaciated, infested with parasites, had a broken hind 
leg and stank of rotting flesh. The perpetrator was never found. 4 

• In January 2000, a puppy was found buried, still alive, in a suburban trailer park. 
A Victoria, British Columbia man was charged with beating the puppy almost to 
death. 5 

• Metropolitan Toronto Police investigated the torture and killing of a cat. Two men 
were charged with animal cruelty for skinning a cat alive on videotape. The 
defendants have claimed that their actions and videotaping were a work of art. 6 
When the judge handed down their comparatively lenient sentences – one 
received 90 days of jail to be served on weekends and the other received 18 
months of house arrest – he accompanied it with the comment that there were 
“worse ways that this cat could have died”.7 

• A Wakefield, Quebec man confessed to beating his tenants’ 10-week-old puppy to 
death with a crowbar. No charges were laid because the tenants had accepted $500 
as compensation for the loss of their “property”. 8 

2) Neglect 
Neglect is defined here as failing to provide proper veterinary care and the necessities of 
life: food, water, shelter. Seventy-two of the cases found here involved neglect, making 
                                                 
1 Walker, J. Dog killer is jailed 45 days; ‘Pitiful, mindless act of savagery’. Brockville Recorder and Times, 
August 28, 2002, page A1. 
2 Canadian Press. Woman fined $100 by court for neutering cat at home. Guelph Mercury, July 27, 2001, 
page A7. 
3 Joseph, S. Motherless raccoons in good hands roofer fired after raccoon beaten. London Free Press, June 
20, 2001, page A1. 
4 Editorial. Jack in the box. Saint John Times Globe, September 25, 2001, page A8. 
5 Anon. Victoria man to plead to beating pup. Alaska Highway News, September 25, 2001, page 3. 
6 Jenkins, J. Third suspect sought in animal torture. Toronto Sun, June 12, 2001, page 21. 
7 Pron, N. Judge’s comment on cat killer rallies activists; Contentious remark fuels demand for tougher 
penalties. Toronto Star, September 22, 2002, page A04. 
8 Sands, A. Quebec police investigate bludgeoning death of puppy. Ottawa Citizen, May 17, 2001, page A1. 
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up 33% of the total. In many cases, the neglect was so severe that the animal(s) died or 
had to be euthanized.  Some examples included: 

• In Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, SPCA officials seized a dog that was left chained in 
a backyard for days with only a rotting deer carcass for food. 9 

• In Thorold, Ontario, a man pleaded guilty to starving his dog for months until the 
dog went into a coma. 10 

• In Maple Ridge, British Columbia, humane investigators found animals dead, 
dying, badly emaciated and suffering from inadequate care on the farm of an 
exotic pet breeder. 11 

• A Greenfield, Nova Scotia couple were convicted of cruelty to animals for 
inadequate care of their 2 dogs. The dogs were found emaciated and flea-infested. 
The people were charged under the Nova Scotia Animal Cruelty Prevention Act 
and were banned from owning animals for 5 years and fined $500 each. 12 

• In Anahim Lake, British Columbia, owners of a tourist lodge were charged with 
cruelty to animals after 29 horses and 7 dogs were removed from their premises. 
The animals were discovered starving and near death. 13 

• A couple in Corner Brook, Newfoundland left several dogs unattended in all types 
of weather for long periods of time. Some of the dogs were found emaciated, 
without food or water and with encrusted, pus-filled eyes. The people were 
convicted only of failing to license their dogs. 14 

3) Hoarders/Collectors 
Animal hoarders, or collectors as they may be more commonly known, are people who 
have a need to take in every animal that comes across their path. Animal hoarders 
generally accumulate tens or even hundreds of animals, and then fail to provide minimal 
standards of care. The hoarder does not provide veterinary care and often the environment 
is overcrowded and unsanitary.  

The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) mentions ongoing studies by two 
researchers, Dr. Randy Frost and Dr. Arnold Arluke, that suggest hoarders of all kinds 
share certain characteristics including: emotional attachments to whatever they are 
hoarding; difficulty making decisions; erroneous beliefs about the nature of what they 
                                                 
9 Anon. SPCA removes abandoned dog. Saskatoon StarPhoenix, August 10, 2001, page A8. 
10 Anon. Thorold man pleads guilty to animal cruelty after starving dog. Niagara Falls Review, July 28, 
2001, page A5. 
11 Read, N. Exotic pet breeder probed over animal welfare. Vancouver Sun, April 17, 2001, page B3. 
12 Grevatt, G. South Shore couple banned from owning animals for five years. Halifax Chronicle-Herald, 
September 25, 2001, page A3. 
13 Mindus, A. Animal cruelty charges laid: Lodge owners, caretaker cited in horse, dog case. Vancouver 
Sun, May 10, 2001, page A8. 
14 Bruce, R.D. Flabbergasted by decision (Letter). Corner Brook Western Star, July 23, 2001, page 6. 
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hoard; and the avoidance of common behaviours that might expose themselves like 
inviting guests into the home. 15 Three-quarters of animal hoarders are women and more 
than half are over 60 years of age. 16 

Of the 221 cases followed for this report, 9 cases, or 4%, involved animal hoarding and 
they mostly involved cats. In two of the cases, both in Nova Scotia, elderly women were 
found with 60 and 100 cats living in their homes. Investigators from the provincial SPCA 
seized all the cats, but no charges were laid. Many of the cats seized were sick and it was 
expected that some would have to be euthanized. 17 

4) Puppy mills 
Puppy mills are mass breeding facilities that produce purebred dogs, generally for sale to 
brokers and pet retailers. According to the Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) 
website, the “documented problems with puppy mills include: overbreeding dams, 
inbreeding, minimal veterinary care, poor quality of food and shelter, lack of socialization 
with humans, overcrowded cages, and the killing of unwanted animals.” Puppy mill 
operators routinely cut corners in care in order to maximize their profits. Puppies are 
taken from their mothers at 4 to 8 weeks of age and sold to brokers and retailers. These 
puppies often come with a variety of health problems stemming from inbreeding and 
inadequate care. 

There are a suspected 400 puppy mills in Ontario alone.18 Twenty-two puppy mill cases 
were reported by Canadian media since March, 2001 – comprising 10% of the total 
number of animal abuse cases found. The number of animals involved in these twenty-
two cases, however, was close to 1,000.  Some examples included: 

• Ralph and Rose Misener were the owners of a puppy mill in Vaughan, Ontario 
where 180 sick dogs were seized in the summer of 2001.  The Miseners have been 
the subjects of 10 raids over the past 37 years. They have only ever received 2 
convictions resulting in one 3-month prison term and one $500 fine.19 Small fines 
and little or no jail terms for puppy mill operators make it easy for them to resume 
operations after conviction. 

                                                 
15 Humane Society of the United States. Shedding some light on animal hoarders. Animal Sheltering 
Magazine, July-August 1999. 
16 Lambie, C. Animal hoarders’ ‘bizarre’ behaviour troubles SPCA. Hundreds of cats, some sick, found 
living in two homes. Halifax Daily News, October 2, 2001. 
17 Ibid. 
18 Ontario SPCA Press Release, September 24, 2001. 
19 Mackay, B. Couple could restart farm after 180 ill dogs seized: Animal cruelty law outdated, inadequate 
SPCA officer says. National Post, August 27, 2001, page A16. 
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• Seventy-five dogs were seized from a Brockville, Ontario puppy mill in 
September, 2001. The dogs had runny eyes and filthy, matted coats. Many of the 
adult dogs were pregnant females. 20 

• A man in Victoria, British Columbia was investigated by the Vancouver SPCA 
for mistreating 12 golden retriever dogs. He allegedly abandoned the 12 dogs in a 
kennel where he had been running a puppy mill. Two of the dogs have since died 
and one had to be destroyed due to poor health. 21 

• Bill Pratt and Jane Tomlinson of Huron County, Ontario were handed down one 
of the severest sentences ever under the Criminal Code for animal cruelty – 5 
months in jail. Humane investigators were called out to a farmhouse where they 
found more than 20 dogs that had been left behind when the couple moved out. 
Many of the dogs were dead.  The rest were starving and had been reduced to 
cannibalism. They all had to be euthanized. 22 

 
Analysis 

CANADIAN ATTITUDES TOWARD ANIMAL CRUELTY 
The vast majority of the animals involved in the abuse cases were companion animals 
(dogs and cats), comprising 80% of the total. This is not surprising given that the majority 
of Canadian households have cats or dogs, and they are clearly the animal species with 
which the most Canadians have daily contact.  Companion animals are very important 
parts of Canadians’ lives, as evidenced by the over $3 billion that is spent each year in 
this country on pets and pet care. 23  Because Canadians invest so much time, money and 
love in their pets, it is no wonder that they are extremely concerned about issues of 
animal cruelty. 

A recent survey of public opinion showed that 62 per cent of decided Canadians are in 
favour of tougher penalties for animal cruelty.24 

This support crosses many of the social “divides” that are sometimes seen among 
Canadians. For instance, 58 per cent of rural and small town Canadians and 61 per cent of 
urban Canadians support tougher penalties.  

While Bill C-10’s opponents have warned that the legislation may result in false charges 
of cruelty, it is clear that Canadians don’t share this concern. In fact, 70 per cent of 

                                                 
20 Ontario SPCA. Public tip leads to removal of dogs in Brockville-area puppy mill. Canada NewsWire, 
September 12, 2001. 
21 Sorensen, C. Rescued retrievers lead to puppy-mill probe. Vancouver Sun, June 12, 2001, page B6. 
22 Seymour, L. Couple convicted of running puppy mill. London Free Press, June 30, 2001, page A4. 
23 Statistics Canada “Survey of Family Expenditures” for Canadian households in 1999. 
24 A POLLARA Study for the International Fund for Animal Welfare, September 2001. 
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Canadians believe that Crown prosecutors and police can be trusted to act responsibly in 
laying animal cruelty charges under a strengthened Criminal Code. 

THE TIP OF THE ICEBERG 
Though this study chronicled 221 separate cases of animal abuse, many of the cases 
consisted of more than one victim. This is interesting because while 221 may not sound 
like a very large number, the actual number of animals involved was more than 3,200 and 
the actual number of perpetrators was approximately 237. In many cases either one 
person or a couple perpetrated abuse, whether through action or neglect, on a large group 
of animals. 

The information gathered here is certain to represent only a small percentage of the total 
numbers of abuse cases that occurred in Canada over the past seven months. According to 
Arnold Arluke who completed a study entitled Physical Cruelty Toward Animals in 
Massachusetts, 1975-1996: 

…it is easy to get the impression that animal cruelty is rare because only a small 
fraction of animal cruelty cases reach the press; for instance, of the 268 cruelty 
cases examined in this article, only 12 were reported in the press, representing 
about 5% of the total number of incidents studied. 25 

Using this statistic as a base, it is possible that there were as many as 4,400 cases of 
animal abuse across Canada over this time period. The 221 cases involving over 3,200 
animals then translate to almost 64,000 animals over the past year and a half or 110 
animals each day. 

LACK OF ENFORCEMENT AND SMALL PENALTIES 
Humane investigators and law enforcement officers are often reluctant to pursue the 
investigation and prosecution of animal cruelty cases because they have little legal 
backing to help them see it through. Often, law enforcement officers will seek out other 
ways of prosecuting that offer higher penalties. Currently, for animal cruelty offences the 
Criminal Code allows for maximum penalties of 6 months in jail, a $2000 fine and a 
prohibition from owning animals for 2 years. None of these penalties are strict enough to 
punish and discourage people from becoming repeat offenders. 

The major hurdle that law enforcers face in dealing with cruelty to animals cases is the 
inability to prosecute abusers due to a lack of appropriate laws. Many provincial agencies 
do not track statistics of cruelty investigations, however, a few available examples 
include: 

• In Ontario in the year 2001, the OSPCA investigated over 15,000 complaints. 
However, they were only able to lay criminal charges in 122 cases:  a mere 
0.8%.26 

                                                 
25 Published in Society & Animals. Journal of Human-Animal Studies, Vol.5 No.3, 1997.  
26 From Ontario Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals’ web site:  www.ospca.on.ca. 
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• The Alberta SPCA performed 1609 investigations in 2001 and laid charges in 20 
(0.5%).27 

• The British Columbia SPCA investigated 6990 complaints in 2000 and prosecuted 
9 - a prosecution rate of 0.1%.28 

Even when they do get to court, many cases do not culminate in a conviction and when 
they do, the penalties are inadequate.  

When the Metropolitan Toronto Police were first starting to investigate a case of more 
than 50 videos of cats being skinned alive, officers had to find other ways to charge or 
arrest the suspects because of the current Criminal Code’s limitations. The suspects 
ended up being arrested for probation breaking and mischief. In an interview with the 
Ottawa Citizen, Det.-Const. John Margetson of Toronto Police said: “It’s not the most 
appropriate charge. If you apply it to people, it’s like charging someone with mischief 
instead of manslaughter. It doesn’t reflect the crime.”29 

OWNER BETRAYAL 
Virtually all of the neglect, hoarder and puppy mill cases involved the owner(s) being 
responsible for the animals’ distress. As well, of the 118 cases of cruelty listed here, at 
least 42 of them, or 36%, involved the animal’s owner perpetrating the violence. This is 
noteworthy given that it is often the people who are directly responsible for the care and 
well-being of an animal who are betraying that trust in the worst possible ways.  

ANIMAL- HUMAN VIOLENCE CONNECTION 
Cruelty towards animals is an important issue to address not only because Canadians are 
concerned about the pain and fear of the animals involved, but also because of the 
demonstrated connection between violence against animals and violence against humans. 
Violence against humans and violence against animals are linked in at least three ways: 

• Study upon study has shown that people who perpetrate violence against animals 
often “graduate” to perpetrating violence against other humans. Many infamous 
mass murderers and serial killers abused animals long before they started killing 
humans.  Ted Bundy, Jeffrey Dahmer, and the “Boston Strangler” are just a few 
examples. 30 Killers often practice on smaller animals such as cats, rabbits and 
dogs and then eventually work their way up to humans.  

• Child abuse and animal abuse are also linked. In a study done by Raupp et al., 
sixty-three undergraduate students were asked whether they had ever been in or 
heard of a situation in which an adult used a family companion animal to punish a 

                                                 
27 From Alberta SPCA web site: www.albertaspca.org. 
28 BC SPCA personal communication, October 11, 2001. 
29 Brooks, M. Why animal abusers escape punishment: Bill C-15 would make cruelty to animals an 
indictable offence, if only Parliament would pass it. Ottawa Citizen, July 8, 2001, page A5. 
30 Doris Day Animal Foundation. The Violence Connection. An examination of the link between animal 
abuse and other violent crimes. 
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child – 29% answered yes. Abusive parents will often abuse a child’s loved pet in 
order to punish the child for some “wrong-doing”. 31 

• The link between domestic violence and animal abuse has also been studied. 
Ascione et al. surveyed shelters for battered women across the United States. They 
asked the shelters if women who come in talk about incidents of companion 
animal abuse – 85.4% said yes. 32 

Battered women are often afraid to leave their abusive partners because the 
partner threatens to kill their cherished pet if they do. A recent study of two 
domestic abuse shelters in Alberta found that 25% of pet-owning women delayed 
seeking shelter because they worried about pets left behind.33 In a survey done by 
the OSPCA in 1998, it was found that 61 per cent of women forced to seek refuge 
in shelters had had pets hurt or killed by their partners. 34 A counsellor at 
Toronto’s Interval House describes the domestic abuse link in this way: “Animal 
abuse is part of the continuum of power. The pet gets used as a form of control. 
The more a woman loves an animals, the more a man will go through it to get to 
her.” 35 

Violence against animals is a serious issue that affects society on so many levels. In the 
HSUS publication, The State of the Animals: 2001 Frank Ascione and Randall Lockwood 
point out that “we at last seem to be moving toward recognition that cruelty to animals 
can result in great harm to the victim, the perpetrator and society as a whole.” 36 

Conclusion 
The animal cruelty provisions of Bill C-10 must be passed as soon as possible. This 
simple modernization of the Criminal Code's approach to crimes against animals is long 
overdue. 

Canadians are very concerned about this issue, with 62 per cent of them in favour of 
tougher penalties for animal cruelty. Animals are an important component of people’s 
lives as demonstrated by the fact that pet owners in Canada are spending over $3 billion 
annually on their companion animals. Clearly this is a topic that strikes close to home. 

                                                 
31 Raupp, C.D., Barlow, M. and Oliver, J.A. Perceptions of Family Violence: Are Companion Animals in 
the Picture? In, Society & Animals. Journal of Human-Animal Studies, Vol.5 No.3 1997. 
32 Ascione, F.R., Weber, C.V., and Wood, D.S. The abuse of animals and domestic violence: A national 
survey of shelters for women who are battered. In, Society & Animals. Journal of Human-Animal Studies, 
Vol.5 No.3 1997. 
33 Tetley, D. Shocking data spurs action: Study confirms abuse and pet cruelty linked. Calgary Herald, 
October 13, 2001, page B1. 
34 Hurst, L. Why Ottawa got tough on cruelty to animals. Toronto Star, December 4, 1999. 
35 Ibid. 
36 Chapter 2: Cruelty to Animals: Changing Psychological, Social, and Legislative Perspectives. In, State of 
the Animals: 2001, Humane Society Press, 2001. 
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Crimes against animals are a serious and pervasive problem. The 221 cases 
investigated in this report could be an indication of as many as 4,400 incidences of animal 
abuse across Canada over the past year and a half. This translates to almost 64,000 
individual animals over a year and a half or 110 animals every day. Animal abusers are 
currently not being adequately punished because Canada has no effective legislation in 
place. Abusers are getting off with minimal fines and little or no jail time. Law 
enforcement officers’ hands are tied because they do not have the necessary tools to 
effectively deal with people who commit crimes against animals. Bill C-10 would 
rectify this problem in a simple and direct way. 

While the violence committed against the individual animals is bad enough, 
there exists the compounded problem of the link between violence against animals and 
violence against humans. It is well documented that people who engage in violence 
against animals often engage in violence against humans either concurrently or at a later 
stage in life.  Looking upon animal abuse as an "early warning sign", and arresting it at an 
earlier stage would, in all likelihood, prevent further serious crime. 

It’s time that the modernizing changes that Bill C-10 offers are put into place. 
Canadians expect, and their animals deserve, no less. 
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Appendix 1: Press coverage of physical cruelty cases 
DATE MEDIA OUTLET TITLE AUTHOR 
February 19/March 
19, 2001 

York Regional Police 
Press Release 

Vaughan man charged with 
cruelty to animals 

Anon. 

March 22, 2001 Edmonton Journal Pets shot dead in campaign to 
rid reserve of stray dogs: 
German Shepherd taken off 
chain, removed from yard and 
killed 

Duncan Thorne and 
Ian Williams 

April 9, 2001 Canadian Press Tossing cat off balcony costs 
Sault man $500 for animal 
cruelty 

Anon. 

April 11, 2001 OSPCA Press Release Georgina man convicted of 
animal cruelty 

OSPCA 

April 12, 2001 Cambridge Reporter Mutilation of kitten blamed on 
cult. 

Eric Volmers 

April 17, 2001 The Province Reward hiked Anon. 

April 18, 2001 Broadcast News Cat shot Anon. 

April 21, 2001 Moncton Times & 
Transcript 

Man guilty of trying to strangle 
Rottweiler 

Canadian Press 

April 24, 2001 London Free Press Owner who beat guide dog 
banned 

Jane Sims 

April 26, 2001 Elk Valley Miner Animal cruelty act is cause for 
alarm 

Anon. 

May 9, 2001 The Province $3,000 reward for cat killers Jack Keating 

May 16, 2001 Montreal Gazette Dog’s death a crime Anon. 

May 17, 2001 Ottawa Citizen Quebec police investigate 
bludgeoning death of puppy 

Aaron Sands 

May 26, 2001 London Free Press Callous shooter left dog to die Sid Gillingham 

June 12, 2001 Toronto Sun Third suspect sought in animal 
torture 

Jonathan Jenkins 

June 13, 2001 Yorkton This Week & 
Enterprise 

Pellet gun attacks on Yorkton 
dogs prompt RCMP 
investigation 

Greg Waskul 

June 13, 2001 Winnipeg Sun Dog fighting charges nixed; 
Monster allegedly used kittens 
as bait 

Tracy McLaughlin 

June 13, 2001 Edmonton Sun Woman not guilty of beating 
dog 

Tony Blais 
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DATE MEDIA OUTLET TITLE AUTHOR 
June 19, 2001 London Free Press Raccoon’s beating horrifies 

onlookers 
Simone Joseph 

June 20, 2001 London Free Press Motherless raccoons in good 
hands Roofer fired after 
raccoon beaten 

Simone Joseph 

July 6, 2001 Ottawa Sun 3 face charges in dog’s killing; 
cruelty case shocks Brockville 

Caroline Murray 

July 9, 2001 Kingston Whig-Standard Man who beat dog to death 
apologizes: John Tuinstra says 
he’ll plead guilty to killing 
gentle German shepherd 

Aaron Sands 

July 16, 2001 Cape Breton Post Police investigate incident of 
animal cruelty after cat shot 

Anon. 

July 18, 2001 Windsor Star Kitten survives fall; 7-storey 
tumble suspected act of cruelty 

Juliann Fraser 

July 22, 2001 Ottawa Sun Cruelty crackdown; Humane 
Society applauds proposed 
legislation 

Nathalie Trepanier 

July 25, 2001 Cambridge Reporter Dog almost dies after left in hot 
car 

Anon. 

July 27, 2001 Peterborough Examiner Dog in river had block tied to 
its neck 

Karen Snider 

July 27, 2001 Guelph Mercury Woman fined $100 by court for 
neutering cat at home 

Canadian Press 

July 28, 2001 Toronto Sun More cruelty charges laid Gretchen Drummie 

August 1, 2001 National Post Ontario: New cruelty charges 
laid 

Anon. 

August 3, 2001 Port Hope Evening 
Guide 

Animal cruelty Anon. 

August 3, 2001 St. Catharines-Niagara 
Standard 

Man behind bars 20 days for 
breaking puppy’s leg: Dog 
thrown against pillar 

Allan Benner 

August 3, 2001 Welland Tribune Judge to decide dog-beating 
case 

Bruce Culp 

August 21, 2001 Chatham Daily News Woman charged after dog 
injured 

Pam Wright 

August 23, 2001 Montreal Gazette Fighting cocks found Anon. 

August 31, 2001 Niagara Falls Review Stray dogs had chain imbedded 
in neck: Clear case of abuse, 
Humane Society officer says 

Don Fraser 

September 1, 2001 Ottawa Citizen Men face criminal animal-
cruelty charges 

Anon. 



Victims of Cruelty: An IFAW Report Updated October, 2002 16

DATE MEDIA OUTLET TITLE AUTHOR 
September 5, 2001 Canada NewsWire Ontario SPCA lays animal-

cruelty charges against Sarnia-
area man for kicking dog 

OSPCA 

September 5, 2001 Vancouver Sun Man accused of tossing cat off 
balcony: Langley resident faces 
charges of cruelty 

Anon. 

September 7, 2001 Canadian Press Pit bull owner wins appeal of 
jail sentence for animal cruelty 

Anon. 

September 10, 2001 Sault Star Cat killer sick, dangerous editorial 

September 10, 2001 Timmins Daily Press Dog injured Anon. 

September 10, 2001 Kingston Whig-Standard Police: Eight dead kittens found 
in garbage bags 

Anon. 

September 11, 2001 Cornwall Standard-
Freeholder 

Barking up the cruelty tree Anon. 

September 21, 2001 Canada NewsWire Toronto Humane Society needs 
your help 

Anon. 

September 25, 2001 Alaska Highway News Victoria man to plead to 
beating pup 

Anon. 

October 2, 2001 OSPCA Press Release Stouffville Country Market 
surrenders three fowl to Ontario 
SPCA 

OSPCA 

October 3, 2001 Barrie Examiner Horse attacks spawn outrage: 
Three animals cut with sharp 
objects 

Morgan Ian Adams 

 

October 6, 2001 Brantford Expositor City man sent to jail for abusing 
his mother, kicking her dog 

Anon. 

October 12, 2001 BN Dog beating Anon. 

October 15, 2001 CFIA Prosecution 
bulletin 

Les Entreprises Denis Gauthier 
Inc. violates the Health of 
Animals Act 

Anon. 

October 17, 2001 Stoney Creek News Mutilated rabbit left on school 
playground 

Mark Cripps 

October 23, 2001 CP No headline Anon. 

October 29, 2001 Saint John Times Globe Dog recovers after being tied, 
shot, left for dead 

Mia Urquhart 

November 1, 2001 Barrie Examiner Dog shot with pellet gun Anon. 

November 14, 2001 Vancouver Province Man bites dog? Anon. 

November 20, 2001 BN Cat cruelty Anon. 

November 27, 2001 Canada NewsWire Young offender convicted of 
killing household dog on 
barbeque 

OSPCA 
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DATE MEDIA OUTLET TITLE AUTHOR 
November 28, 2001 Summerside Journal 

Pioneer 
Point Pleasant man accused of 
threatening women and 
shooting family dog 

Lisa Arsenault 

December 6, 2001 Ottawa Citizen Pony killer receives 5 months in 
jail 

Jennifer Campbell 

December 19, 2001 BN Advisories (Pets-Strangled) Anon. 

December 20, 2001 North Bay Nugget Hunters fined in deaths of 
swans 

Marla Calabrese 

January 9, 2002 Edmonton Journal Pet bird crushed by former 
boyfriend 

Gordon Kent 

January 10, 2002 BN Dog shot Anon. 

January 15, 2002 Midland Free Press Midland man charged after 
rabbit tossed 

Anon. 

January 18, 2002 Moose Jaw Times-
Herald 

Alberta gov’t, SPCA investigate 
discovery of dead wild horses 

Anon. 

January 18, 2002 North Bay Nugget Man banned from owning pets Anon. 

January 22, 2002 Orangeville Banner Injured dog on her way to 
recovery 

Lee Ann Waterman 

February 8, 2002 BN Frozen cat Anon. 

February 12, 2002 Chatham Daily News Man charged after dog attacked Anon. 

February 16, 2002 Peterborough Examiner Woman charged in dog’s death Anon. 

February 21, 2002 BN Dog shot Anon. 

February 25, 2002 CP Nova Scotia RCMP not saying 
much about suspected case of 
animal abuse 

Anon. 

February 28, 2002 Toronto Sun 4 kittens survive horror Rob Lamberti and 
Ian Robertson 

March 1, 2002 Toronto Sun Charges in cat slaughter Rob Lamberti 

March 2, 2002 London Free Press Dog’s death shows cruelty bill 
needed 

M.W. Manchester 

March 4, 2002 Peace River Block Daily 
News 

Lamb found painted, taped to 
front of school 

Anon. 

March 4, 2002 Edmonton Sun City kitty tossed from speeding 
car 

Anon. 

March 8, 2002 Sarnia Observer Kitten killer jailed Anon. 

March 8, 2002 Kitchener-Waterloo 
Record 

Goose gored, burned in 
suspected cult ritual 

Anthony Reinhart 

March 15, 2002 St. Catharines Standard Owner sliced pit bull’s throat: 
Man pleads guilty to animal 
cruelty 

Alison Langley 
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DATE MEDIA OUTLET TITLE AUTHOR 
March 16, 2002 London Free Press Owner fumes as horse cruelty 

case falters 
Jennifer O’Brien 

March 26, 2002 Kamloops Daily News Man charged with cruelty to 
animals 

Anon. 

April 3, 2002 Stoney Creek News Hunt on for cat-trap culprits Tineke Bruinsma 

April 5, 2002 Kingston Whig-Standard ‘Worst’ case of cat cruelty 
sickens officer 

Sharon Lindores 

April 6, 2002 Toronto Sun Calls pour in to help pooch; dog 
tossed from truck 

Laura Bobak 

April 6, 2002 Port Hope Evening News OPP probe animal cruelty Anon. 

April 9, 2002 Peterborough Examiner Charges laid in duck killing: 
Teen turns himself in to city 
police 

Karen Snider 

April 12, 2002 Canada NewsWire Morning walk turns into 
frightening discovery; Severely 
emaciated dog found leashed 
and left for dead 

Toronto Humane 
Society 

April 19, 2002 Sault Star Rottweiler pup found drowned Anon. 

April 20, 2002 Hamilton Spectator SPCA didn’t do enough; 
Animal cruelty 

T.L. Hyslop 

April 25, 2002 Hamilton Spectator SPCA pursuing complaint; 
Animal cruelty 

Jacqueline Roth 

April 29, 2002 CP Ont. police say they’ve broken 
up cockfighting ring, seized 46 
roosters 

Anon. 

May 8, 2002 Pembroke Daily 
Observer 

Death of dog is still under 
investigation 

Anon. 

May 11, 2002 Kingston Whig-Standard Toughen animal abuse penalties Sharna Sugarman 

June 4, 2002 Kingston Whig-Standard Man faces criminal charges for 
animal abuse: Accused 
repeatedly kicked pit bull in 
head, police say 

Jennifer Pritchett 

June 6, 2002 CFIA Prosecution 
bulletin 

Rene Painchaud pleads guilty to 
injuring hogs while unloading 

Anon. 

June 8, 2002 Kamloops Daily News Company fined for scalding 
conscious turkeys 

Anon. 

June 8, 2002 Ottawa Citizen Cat owner searches for killers 
who stomped pet to death 

Lee Greenberg 

June 21, 2002 Prince George Citizen Partially skinned rabbit put 
down 

Anon. 
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DATE MEDIA OUTLET TITLE AUTHOR 
June 22, 2002 Ottawa Sun Classic case of poultry in 

motion; Rooster’s recovery 
something to crow about 

John Steinbachs 

June 26, 2002 Alberni Valley Times Island house cat shot with 
arrow 

Anon. 

June 27, 2002 Welland Tribune Pets’ deaths mourned Holmes & 
Hunneault families 

June 29, 2002 Owen Sound Sun Times Charges laid in cockfighting 
ring 

Anon. 

July 2, 2002 Ottawa Sun Dog dies after bike run, charges 
eyed 

Derek Abma 

July 5, 2002 Hamilton Spectator Man charged with cruelty after 
killing kitten 

Anon. 

July 16, 2002 Brantford Expositor Puppy dragged Anon. 

July 18, 2002 Regina Leader-Post Cat set on fire Sheri Block 

July 20, 2002 Toronto Sun Bull terrier strung up Anon. 

July 22, 2002 Grande Prairie Daily 
Herald-Tribune 

Young Regina teen charged 
with setting cat ablaze 

Anon. 

July 25, 2002 Winnipeg Free Press Soft-hearted judge won’t hear 
dog case 

Mike McIntyre 

July 26, 2002 Edmonton Journal Tortured porcupine’s fatal 
injuries move wildlife center 
staff to tears 

Hanneke 
Brooymans 

July 26, 2002 Cornwall Standard-
Freeholder 

Teens accused of animal cruelty 
for shooting gull 

Terri Saunders 

August 5, 2002 Welland Tribune Why no help for dog, neighbour 
wonders 

Allan Benner 

August 8, 2002 Orillia Packet & Times Youths charged after bird 
kicked to death 

Anon. 

August 8, 2002 Kingston Whig-Standard Arden man to be tried on 
animal cruelty charge 

Arthur Milnes 

August 9, 2002 Orillia Packet & Times Charges dropped over bird 
death 

Anon. 

August 14, 2002 Kingston Whig-Standard Dedicated veterinarian taught a 
lesson in integrity 

Terence Cottrell 

August 21, 2002 National Post Animal officer charged with 
clubbing cat to death 

Dan Rowe 

August 23, 2002 Fort McMurray Today Family pet killed in mom’s fit 
of rage 

Anon. 

August 30, 2002 Edmonton Sun Naked man lays beating on dog Raquel Exner 
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DATE MEDIA OUTLET TITLE AUTHOR 
September 11, 2002 Edmonton Sun Dog slammed, punched Tony Blais 

September 13, 2002 CP Man charged in New 
Brunswick after discovery of 
two dead kittens 

Anon. 

September 14, 2002 Welland Tribune Two charged with shooting of 
dog 

Anon. 
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Appendix 2: Press coverage of neglect cases 
DATE MEDIA OUTLET TITLE AUTHOR 
March 30, 2001 St. Catharines Standard Judgment reserved in 

animal cruelty case: 
Defence claims accused 
never willfully or 
intentionally neglected 
cat, kittens 

Anon. 

April 11, 2001 Cobourg Daily Star They’re counting on us editorial 

April 17, 2001 Vancouver Sun Exotic pet breeder 
probed over animal 
welfare 

Nicholas Read 

May 2, 2001 Niagara Falls Review Couple guilty of animal 
cruelty: Cat and five 
kittens abandoned after 
owners evicted 

Anon. 

May 10, 2001 Vancouver Sun Animal cruelty charges 
laid: Lodge owners, 
caretaker cited in horse, 
dog case 

Angie Mindus 

July 18, 2001 OSPCA Press Release Parry Sound-area couple 
charged with animal 
cruelty in dog-sled 
operation 

OSPCA 

July 20, 2001 Broadcast News Animal cruelty Anon. 

July 23, 2001 Canada NewsWire Lindsay-area woman 
barred from caring for 
horses 

Anon. 

July 23, 2001 Corner Brook Western 
Star 

Flabbergasted by 
decision 

Letter – R. Derek Bruce 

July 28, 2001 Niagara Falls Review Thorold man pleads 
guilty to animals cruelty 
after starving dog 

Anon. 

August 3, 2001 Vancouver Sun SPCA gets custody of 
29 seized horses: The 
horses and seven dogs 
were found starving at a 
Chilcotin tourist lodge 

Nicholas Read 

August 10, 2001 Saskatoon StarPhoenix SPCA removes 
abandoned dog 

Anon. 

August 14, 2001 Canada NewsWire Animal Action Alert OSPCA 

August 24, 2001 Kitchener-Waterloo 
Record 

Doctor on trial Oct. 4 in 
deaths of 200 deer 

Torstar News Service 
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DATE MEDIA OUTLET TITLE AUTHOR 
August 25, 2001 New Glasgow Evening 

News 
Couple facing animals 
abuse charges in 
handling of dogs 

Canadian Press 

August 27, 2001 Canadian Press N.S. woman fined, 
placed on probation 
after not feeding dog for 
11 days 

Anon. 

September 25, 2001 Saint John Times Globe Jack in the box editorial 

September 25, 2001 Halifax Chronicle-
Herald 

South Shore couple 
banned from owning 
animals for five years 

Gerrie Grevatt 

September 25, 2001 Peterborough Examiner Cat’s owner charged Karen Snider 

September 26, 2001 Canada NewsWire Parry Sound woman 
charged with two counts 
of animal cruelty 

OSPCA 

September 26, 2001 Peterborough Examiner Second chance Editorial 

November 14, 2001 Truro Daily News The story of an abused 
retriever named Bonita 

Lynn Curwin 

November 28, 2001 Canada NewsWire Ontario pig farmer 
convicted in animal 
neglect case 

OSPCA 

December 7, 2001 Orangeville Banner Awaiting trial date in 
dog case 

Nelia Raposo 

December 12, 2001 Kingston Whig-Standard Cane-wielding man 
takes swipe at police 

Anon. 

December 12, 2001 BN NS Animal Cruelty Anon. 

December 13, 2001 Toronto Sun Pooch owner charged Jonathan Kingstone 

December 13, 2001 Sudbury Star Dognapper receives 
absolute discharge 

Harold Carmichael 

December 14, 2001 Ottawa Citizen Three guilty in animal 
abuse cases 

Jake Rupert 

December 19, 2001 Regina Leader-Post Homeless man fined Anon. 

December 21, 2001 Canada NewsWire Couple charged in death 
of farm animals 

OSPCA 

December 28, 2001 Sudbury Star Pet owner guilty of 
iguana abuse 

Harold Carmichael 

January 8, 2002 Toronto Sun Starved dog rescued Dick Chapman 

January 8, 2002 Kitchener Waterloo 
Record 

Dog taken from home 
had to be destroyed, 
court told 

Frances Barrick 
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DATE MEDIA OUTLET TITLE AUTHOR 
January 28, 2002 Toronto Sun SPCA agents save 

abandoned pooch 
Jack Boland and 
Jennifer Caldwell 

January 29, 2002 Sudbury Star City seeking information 
about abandoned 
puppies 

Rob O’Flanagan 

February 16, 2002 Vancouver Sun SPCA accuses interior 
farm family of 
distressing exotic birds 

Anon. 

February 21, 2002 Regina Leader-Post Dogs found trapped Pamela Cowan 

February 23, 2002 North Bay Nugget Humane society looking 
into abandoned pups 
case 

Anon. 

February 25, 2002 Fernie Free Press Abandoned sled dogs all 
find homes 

Anon. 

February 27, 2002 Vancouver Sun An SPCA test case: 
psychological abuse 

Nicholas Read 

February 28, 2002 St. Catharines-Niagara 
Standard 

Humane society officials 
deride law 

Jennifer Kennedy 

March 5, 2002 Regina Leader-Post Eight of 11 puppies now 
dead 

Adrienne Bangsund 

March 15, 2002 Canada NewsWire Ontario SPCA charges 
St. Thomas-area couple 
in ‘cycle’ of horse abuse 

OSPCA 

April 11, 2002 Kamloops Daily News Only two of eight 
puppies live after litter 
abandoned 

Michele Young 

April 11, 2002 Chatham Daily News If only these dogs could 
talk…:OSPCA wants the 
story on starving strays 

Erica Brown 

April 25, 2002 OSPCA Press release More than 160 livestock 
rescued in last six weeks 

OSPCA 

May 16, 2002 BN Prairie Update Anon. 

May 28, 2002 Ottawa Citizen Maggot-riddled 
Rottweiler leads to 
cruelty charge: ‘Dog was 
virtually being eaten 
alive’ 

Joanne Lauclus 

June 11, 2002 St. Catharines Standard Dog lovers convicted of 
animal neglect but 
allowed to keep their 
pets 

Tony Ricciuto 
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DATE MEDIA OUTLET TITLE AUTHOR 
June 17, 2002 OSPCA Press release Ontario SPCA seeks 

information about dog 
abandoned at Woodbine 
& Major Mackenzie 

OSPCA 

June 28, 2002 North Bay Nugget Main jailed after sheep, 
cows starve to death 

Anon. 

July 6, 2002 Truro Daily News Heat a factor in dog’s 
death 

Jason Malloy 

July 17, 2002 Owen Sound Sun Times Dogs lived in car, fed 
burgers, pop 

Anon. 

July 30, 2002 Sudbury Star Man found guilty of 
neglecting sick iguana 

Harold Carmichael 

August 3, 2002 Orillia Packet & Times Animals seized from 
county farm 

Anon. 

August 16, 2002 OSPCA Press release Ontario SPCA removes 
three horses from a 
Rosseau-area property 

OSPCA 

August 28, 2002 St. John’s Telegram Woman banned from 
owning pets 

Anon. 

September 10, 2002 Timmins Daily Press Animal cruelty Anon. 

September 20, 2002 Ottawa Sun Family faces charges in 
dog’s death 

Derek Abma 

September 25, 2002 Pembroke Daily 
Observer 

OSPCA continues probe Valerie McLaughlin 

September 25, 2002 CP NS officials investigate 
discovery of bag with 
six dead puppies 

Anon. 

October 11, 2002 Edmonton Sun Kids seized from filthy 
home 

Tony Blais 
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Appendix 3: Press coverage of puppy mill cases 
DATE MEDIA OUTLET TITLE AUTHOR 
May 13, 2001 London Free Press Guilty please in puppy 

mill case 
Jane Sims 

June 12, 2001 Vancouver Sun Rescued retrievers lead 
to puppy-mill probe 

Chris Sorensen 

June 30, 2001 London Free Press Couple convicted of 
running puppy mill 

Lori Seymour 

August 27, 2001 National Post Couple could restart 
farm after 180 ill dogs 
seized: Animal cruelty 
law outdated, inadequate 
SPCA officer says 

Brad Mackay 

September 12, 2001 Canada NewsWire Public tip leads to 
removal of dogs in 
Brockville-area puppy 
mill 

OSPCA 

September 28, 2001 Canada NewsWire Ontario SPCA and OPP 
stop Sudbury-area van 
with sick dogs and cats 

OSPCA 

October 2, 2001 Sault Star Bruce Mines pet breeder 
may be living in 
Quebec: Woman 
arrested with a van full 
of animals near Sudbury 
last week 

Frank Dobrovnik 

October 24, 2001 Winnipeg Sun Reckless treatment; 
court given grisly 
picture of puppy mill 

Tom Brodbeck 

November 9, 2001 Canada NewsWire Ontario SPCA removes 
31 dogs from puppy mill 

OSPCA 

November 26, 2001 Canada NewsWire New special operations 
unit helps Ontario SPCA 
uncover 3 suspected 
puppy mills 

OSPCA 

November 29, 2001 New Brunswick 
Telegraph Journal 

Dozens of animals saved 
from puppy mill 

Lisa Poirier 

December 1, 2001 Sault Star Dog breeder’s appeal 
scheduled for Feb. 13 

Linda Richardson 

December 3, 2001 Canada NewsWire Woodstock-area woman 
charged with animal 
cruelty 

OSPCA 

December 11, 2001 Peterborough Examiner Officials seize 41 dogs, 
puppies 

Anon. 
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February 28, 2002 Toronto Star Dogs seized from puppy 
mill 

Leslie Ferenc 

March 5, 2002 Canada NewsWire Ontario SPCA rescues 
50-plus dogs and 
puppies from suspected 
mill in Durham 

OSPCA 

March 22, 2002 Canada NewsWire Ontario SPCA lays 
cruelty charges against 
two people in Yorkdale 
Mall petstore case 

OSPCA 

April 9, 2002 Vancouver Province Dog breeder charged 
with animal cruelty 

Anon. 

July 5, 2002 Kamloops Daily News Kelowna SPCA seizes 
53 dogs from one owner 

Anon. 

July 18, 2002 Toronto Sun Pups saved from abuse; 
Suspected dog-breeding 
mill 

Rob Lamberti 

August 22, 2002 Owen Sound Sun Times Dogs taken from owner Anon. 
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Appendix 4: Press coverage of animals hoarders 
DATE MEDIA OUTLET TITLE AUTHOR 
May 27, 2001 London Free Press 33 cats rescued from 

Caradoc home 
Simone Joseph 

May 30, 2001 Peterborough Examiner 97 cats removed from 
home 

Joseph Kim 

June 7, 2001 Peterborough Examiner Animal cruelty charges 
laid 

Karen Snider 

August 3, 2001 Peterborough Examiner Pair plead guilty to 
charges of not caring for 
97 cats 

Jack  Marchen 

October 2, 2001 Halifax Daily News Animal Hoarders’ 
bizarre behaviour 
troubles SPCA. 
Hundreds of cats, some 
sick, found living in two 
homes 

Chris Lambie 

December 5, 2001 CCN The SPCA and the 
Municipality of Ste-
Sophie join forces to 
save animals 

CSPCA 

February 8, 2002 Hamilton Spectator Cat lady kept under 
scrutiny by officials 

Cheryl Stepan 

March 13, 2002 Edmonton Sun Cat house owner just 
wanted to help 

Dan Palmer 

June 5, 2002 Ottawa Sun Hoarders cagey on 
disorder; Growing 
problem under scrutiny 

Sean McKibbon 

July 12, 2002 National Post Neighbours in Beaches 
dogfight: ‘I honestly 
don’t know anyone who 
takes better care or cares 
more about their dogs 
than she does’: Officers 
seize seven 

Benjamin Errett 
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